Fine structure of the lamina basilaris of guinea pig cochlea.
The lamina basilaris of guinea pig cochlea was studied with SEM after trypsin treatment, and with TEM of resin sections and deep-etching replicas. The lamina consists of radial, evenly compacted filaments in the zona arcuata, and radial, discretely bundled filaments in the zona pectinata. In both zones, elementary filaments measured about 12 nm in thickness on the replica. The filaments formed more or less irregular passing bridges with each other and, eventually, a three-dimensional network which was continuous with the basement membrane under the supporting cells.